i 



DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 416 819 



IR 018 710 



TITLE 



INSTITUTION 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 

AVAILABLE FROM 

PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



School Technology and Readiness Report: From Pillars to 
Progress. The CEO Forum on Education and Technology, Year 
One . 

CEO Forum on Education and Technology, Washington, DC. 
1997-10-09 

4 9p . ; The STaR Chart is a pull-out section. 

CEO Forum, 1001 G St., N.W. , Suite 900 East, Washington, DC 
20001; phone: 202-393-2260; World Wide Web: www. ceo forum . org 
Reports - Evaluative (142) 

MF01/PC02 Plus Postage. 

Computer Software; Computer Uses in Education; * Curriculum 
Development ; * Educational Assessment ; *Educational 
Improvement; ^Educational Technology; Elementary Secondary 
Education; Futures (of Society); Microcomputers; *National 
Programs; Professional Development; Telecommunications 
♦Technology Integration 



ABSTRACT 



The mission of the CEO Forum on Education and Technology is 
to build a common understanding of the issues and realities associated with 
the present use of technology in education, and to assess how ready schools 
are for teaching and learning in the 21st century. The key to creating the 
best learning environment is to integrate the "Four Pillars -hardware , 
connectivity, digital content, and professional development- -throughout the 
curriculum. The School Technology and Readiness (STaR) Chart provides a 
framework that describes technology presence, use, and integration in a 
typical school in four school profiles ranging from the "Low Technology" 
school that uses technology primarily for administrative functions, to the 
"Target Technology" school that integrates technology throughout the 
curriculum. The STaR Chart highlights the potential educational benefits each 
level of technology integration offers. The STaR Chart was used as the 
backdrop for an assessment of the nation’s schools, based on hardware and 
connectivity data collected from nearly 80,000 public schools as well as 
supplementary data. Almost 60% of the nation's schools are "Low Tech" 
schools, and only 3% of schools nationwide have fully integrated technology 
into the classroom. This assessment serves as the baseline for three future 
annual assessments. The report contains the following sections: "Overview" ; 
"From Pillars to Progress: Integrating Education and Technology"; "Lessons 
from Corporate America"; "The CEO Forum's National STaR Assessment"; and 
"Future Research." Appendices include: a status report on each of the "Four 
Pillars"; "Caution for the Future: Ensuring Equity"; "Achieving Education 
Objectives through Technology Use"; and "Methodology: 1997 National STaR 
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THE CEO FORUM 

The CEO Forum on Education 
and Technology was founded 
in the fall of 1996 to help 
ensure that America’s 
schools effectively prepare 
all students to be contribut- 
ing citizens and productive 
workers in the 21st century. 
To meet this objective, the 
Forum will issue an annual 
assessment through the year 
2000 of the nation’s progress 
toward integrating technolo- 
gy into American classrooms. 
By regularly highlighting the 
importance of educational 
technology and monitoring 
its deployment and use in 
schools, the CEO Forum 
seeks to accelerate prepara- 
tion of students for life in 
today’s world and success 
in tomorrow’s workplace. 
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What is it? The CEO Forum developed the STaR Chart to serve as a backdrop for an annual assessment of 

national progress toward effectively integrating technology into American classrooms. This year, 
and for each of the next three years, the STaR Chart will provide a context for understanding how 
well our schools are prepared to provide students with the knowledge and technical know-how 
they need to succeed in an increasingly global, high-tech world. 

How do you use it? The CEO Forum believes the STaR Chart can also be a useful tool for individual schools. Using 

the STaR Chart, parents, teachers, schools, districts and states can assess progress toward inte- 
grating technology. The STaR Chart provides information a school can use to determine its current 
educational technology profile and, based on the education outcomes it would like to achieve, 
identify its target profile. This information is critical to develop an educational technology plan that 
is firmly rooted in education objectives and that will help ensure efficient allocation of resources. 

What can you learn? The StaR Chart is intended to be a guide, not a definitive measure of a school’s effective use of 

classroom technology. A particular school may find that it falls well within one category based 
on some indicators, and squarely into another category based on others. Such a mixed reading 
can be expected because every school is unique. The STaR Chart is intended to inform, providing 
educators and administrators in American schools with information about how their schools 
compare to typical American schools and to provide information that may help ensure that 
students have the best chance to benefit from educational technology. 
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